
Vestavia Hills Library in the Forest 
3D Printer Policies 

 
Purpose 
The Vestavia Hills Library in the Forest desires to provide access to emerging technologies, 
such as a 3D printer, for our community to utilize in bringing their creative thought to life. The 
purpose of this policy is to provide guidelines on the operation of the library’s 3D printer and 
how and when the public may access it.  
 
Availability 
The 3D printer will be available on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Fridays from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. by 
appointment. While the library will strive to ensure that all appointment times will be fulfilled, it 
reserves the right to cancel the appointment should scheduling issues arise. If the schedule for 
the printer becomes unduly full, patrons will be limited in the number of appointments they may 
make in order to ensure that everyone has access to the device.  
 
Cost 
There will be a $5 flat fee and an additional $.50 per gram fee for any usage of the 3D printer. 
These charges reimburse the library for the costs of materials (e.g. filaments) and do not 
provide it with profit. 
 
Usage Guidelines 
When a patron arrives for a scheduled appointment, they will need to bring a file of the 3D 
object that is to be printed in an acceptable format (e.g. .stl, .obj, or .x3g file). Upon receiving the 
file, the library staff will adjust the object with our Makerware software in order to make it 
compatible on our 3D printer and will ensure that the project can be produced within the time 
constraints of the appointment. In the event that the object is not feasible or acceptable, the 
library staff will work with the patron to design an appropriate object to be printed during their 
appointment. 
 
The library’s 3D printer may only be used for lawful purposes. Any desired material that breaks 
the law, poses a threat to the wellbeing of another, or is considered obscene will not be printed. 
Further, the library reserves the right to refuse any print request for any reason whatsoever.  
 
Orientation and Training 
Before printing, library staff will demonstrate the basics of the 3D printer to the patron and how 
to operate the menu functions. The staff will also brief the patron on the dos and don’ts of 
device safety. If the patron desires additional training on the 3D printer, the library will offer a 
more intensive bimonthly class on the printer’s operation. Regardless of the level of training, no 
patron may operate the device without the supervision of a trained library staff member.  
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