
The Darkest Minds by Alexandra Bracken 
When Ruby woke up on her tenth birthday, something about 
her had changed. Something alarming enough to make her 
parents lock her in the garage and call the police. Something 
that gets her sent to Thurmond, a brutal government 
“rehabilitation camp.” She might have survived the mysterious 
disease that’s killed most of America’s children, but she and 
the others have emerged with something far worse: frightening 
abilities they cannot control. Now sixteen, Ruby is one of the 
dangerous ones. 
 
An Ember in the Ashes by Sabaa Tahir 
Laia is a Scholar living under the iron-fisted rule of the Martial 
Empire. When her brother is arrested for treason, Laia goes 
undercover as a slave at the empire's greatest military acade-
my in exchange for assistance from rebel Scholars who claim 
that they will help to save her brother from execution. 
 
The Grace Year by Kim Liggett 
In Garner County, girls are told they have the power to lure 
grown men from their beds; that their very skin emits a power-
ful aphrodisiac. That is why they're banished for their sixteenth 
year, to release their magic into the wild so they can return 
purified and ready for marriage. But not all of them will make it 
home alive. Tierney James dreams of a society that doesn't pit 
friend against friend or woman against woman. She fears the 
brutal elements, the poachers in the woods, men who are wait-
ing for a chance to grab one of the girls in order to make a 
fortune on the black market. But her greatest threat may very 
well be the other girls. 
 
Verify by Joelle Charbonneau 
Meri Beckley lives in a world without lies. When she turns on 
the news, she hears only the facts. When she swipes the pag-
es of her online textbooks, she reads only the truth. When she 
looks at the peaceful Chicago streets, she feels the pride eve-
ryone in the country feels about the era of unprecedented hope 
and prosperity over which the government presides. But when 
Meri’s mother is killed, Meri suddenly has questions that no 
one else seems to be asking. And when she tries to uncover 
her mother’s state of mind in her last weeks, she finds herself 
drawn into a secret world full of facts she’s never heard and a 
history she didn’t know existed. 
 
Girls with Sharp Sticks by Suzanne Young 
The Girls of Innovations Academy are beautiful and well-
behaved—it says so on their report cards. Under the watchful 
gaze of their Guardians, the all-girl boarding school offers an 
array of studies and activities, from “Growing a Beautiful and 
Prosperous Garden” to “Art Appreciation” and “Interior Design.” 
The girls learn to be the best society has to offer. Absent is the 
difficult math coursework, or the unnecessary sciences or cur-
rent events. They are obedient young ladies, free from arro-
gance or defiance. Until Mena starts to realize that their care-
fully controlled existence may not be quite as it appears. 
 
The Good Luck Girls by Charlotte Nicole Davis 
Arketta calls them Good Luck Girls--they know their luck is 
anything but. Sold to a "welcome house" as children and 
branded with curses. Trapped in a life they wouldn’t have cho-
sen. When Clementine kills a man, the girls risk an escape and 
harrowing journey to find freedom, justice, and revenge in a 
country that wants them to have none of those things. Pursued 
by vicious and powerful forces, their only hope lies in a bedtime 
story passed from one Good Luck Girl to another, a story that 
only the youngest or most desperate would ever believe. 
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The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins 
In a future North America, where the rulers of Panem maintain 
control through an annual televised survival competition putting 
young people from each of the twelve districts against one an-
other, sixteen-year-old Katniss's skills are put to the test when 
she voluntarily takes her younger sister's place. 
 
Divergent by Veronica Roth 
In a future Chicago, Beatrice Prior must choose among five 
predetermined factions to define her identity for the rest of her 
life, a decision made more difficult when she discovers that she 
does not fit into any one group. 
 
The Maze Runner by James Dashner 
When Thomas wakes up in the lift, the only thing he can re-
member is his name. He’s surrounded by strangers—boys 
whose memories are also gone. Outside the towering stone 
walls that surround the Glade is a limitless, ever-changing 
maze. It’s the only way out—and no one’s ever made it through 
alive. Then a girl arrives. The first girl ever. And the message 
she delivers is terrifying. Remember. Survive. Run. 
 
The Giver by Lois Lowry 
Living in a "perfect" world without social ills, a boy approaches 
the time when he will receive a life assignment from the Elders, 
but his selection leads him to a mysterious man known as the 
Giver, who reveals the dark secrets behind the utopian facade. 
 
Uglies by Scott Westerfeld 
Just before their sixteenth birthdays, when they will be trans-
formed into beauties whose only job is to have a great time, 
Tally's best friend runs away and Tally must find her and turn 
her in, or never become pretty at all. 
 
Legend by Marie Lu 
What was once the western United States is now home to the 
Republic, a nation perpetually at war with its neighbors. Born 
into an elite family in one of the Republic's wealthiest districts, 
fifteen-year-old June is a prodigy being groomed for success in 
the Republic's highest military circles. Born into the slums, fif-
teen-year-old Day is the country's most wanted criminal. But his 
motives may not be as malicious as they seem. 
 
Matched by Ally Condie 
All her life, Cassia has never had a choice. The Society dictates 
everything: when and how to play, where to work, where to live, 
what to eat and wear, when to die, and most importantly to Cas-
sia as she turns 17, whom to marry. When she is Matched with 
her best friend Xander, things couldn't be more perfect. But why 
did her neighbor Ky's face show up on her match disk as well? 
 
Delirium by Lauren Oliver 
Lena looks forward to receiving the government-mandated cure 
that prevents the delirium of love and leads to a safe, predicta-
ble, and happy life, until ninety-five days before her eighteenth 
birthday and her treatment, she falls in love. 
 
The Selection by Kiera Cass 
Sixteen-year-old America Singer is living in the caste-divided 
nation of Illea, which formed after the war that destroyed the 
United States. America is chosen to compete in the Selection--a 
contest to see which girl can win the heart of Illea's prince--but 
all she really wants is a chance for a future with her secret love, 
Aspen, who is a caste below her 
 
 

Red Queen by Victoria Aveyard 
Mare Barrow's world is divided by blood -- those with common, Red 
blood serve the Silver-blooded elite, who are gifted with superhuman 
abilities. Mare is a Red, scraping by as a thief in a poor, rural village, 
until a twist of fate throws her in front of the Silver court. Before the 
king, princes, and all the nobles, she discovers she has an ability of 
her own. To cover up this impossibility, the king forces her to play the 
role of a lost Silver princess and betrothed her to one of his own 
sons. 
 
Shatter Me by Tahereh Mafi 
One touch is all it takes. One touch, and Juliette Ferrars can leave a 
fully-grown man gasping for air. One touch, and she can kill. No one 
knows why Juliette has such incredible power. It feels like a curse, a 
burden that one person alone could never bear. But The Reestablish-
ment sees it as a gift, sees her as an opportunity. An opportunity for 
a deadly weapon. Juliette has never fought for herself before. But 
when she's reunited with the one person who ever cared about her, 
she finds a strength she never knew she had. 
 
Life As We Knew It by Susan Beth Pfeffer 
Through journal entries sixteen-year-old Miranda describes her fami-
ly's struggle to survive after a meteor hits the moon, causing world-
wide tsunamis, earthquakes, and volcanic eruptions. 
 
Enclave by Ann Aguirre 
New York City has been decimated by war and plague, and most of 
civilization has migrated to underground enclaves, where life expec-
tancy is no more than the early 20's. When Deuce turns 15, she 
takes on her role as a Huntress, and is paired with Fade, a teenage 
Hunter who lived Topside as a young boy. When she and Fade dis-
cover that the neighboring enclave has been decimated by the tunnel 
monsters--or Freaks--who seem to be growing more organized, the 
elders refuse to listen to warnings. And when Deuce and Fade are 
exiled from the enclave, the girl born in darkness must survive in 
daylight. 
 
Partials by Dan Wells 
In a post-apocalyptic eastern seaboard ravaged by disease and war 
with a manmade race of people called Partials, the chance at a future 
rests in the hands of Kira Walker, a sixteen-year-old medic in train-
ing. 
 
The 5th Wave by Rick Yancey 
After the 1st wave, only darkness remains. After the 2nd, only the 
lucky escape. And after the 3rd, only the unlucky survive. After the 
4th wave, only one rule applies: trust no one. Now, it's the dawn of 
the 5th wave, and on a lonely stretch of highway, Cassie runs from 
Them. The beings who only look human, who roam the countryside 
killing anyone they see. 
 
Scythe by Neal Shusterman 
In a world where disease has been eliminated, the only way to die is 
to be randomly killed ('gleaned') by professional reapers ('scythes'). 
Two teens must compete with each other to become a scythe--a 
position neither of them wants. The one who becomes a scythe must 
kill the one who doesn't 
 
Illuminae by Amie Kaufman 
The planet Kerenza is attacked, and Kady and Ezra find themselves 
on a space fleet fleeing the enemy, while their ship's artificial intelli-
gence system and a deadly plague may be the end of them all 
 
 

We Set the Dark on Fire by Tehlor Kay Mejia 
At the Medio School for Girls, distinguished young women are 
trained for one of two roles in their polarized society. Depending 
on her specialization, a graduate will one day run a husband's 
household or raise his children. Both paths promise a life of 
comfort and luxury, far from the frequent political uprisings of 
the lower class. Daniela Vargas is the school's top student, but 
her pedigree is a lie. She must keep the truth hidden or be sent 
back to the fringes of society. And school couldn't prepare her 
for the difficult choices she must make after graduation, espe-
cially when she is asked to spy for a resistance group desper-
ately fighting to bring equality to Medio. 
 
Internment by Samira Ahmed 
Set in a horrifying near-future United States, seventeen-year-old 
Layla Amin and her parents are forced into an internment camp 
for Muslim American citizens. With the help of newly made 
friends also trapped within the internment camp, her boyfriend 
on the outside, and an unexpected alliance, Layla begins a 
journey to fight for freedom, leading a revolution against the 
internment camp's Director and his guards. 
 
The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood 
Offred is a Handmaid in the Republic of Gilead. She may leave 
the home of the Commander and his wife once a day to walk to 
food markets whose signs are now pictures instead of words 
because women are no longer allowed to read. She must lie on 
her back once a month and pray that the Commander makes 
her pregnant, because in an age of declining births, Offred and 
the other Handmaids are valued only if their ovaries are viable. 
 
Children of Blood and Bone by Tomi Adeyemi 
Seventeen-year-old Zélie, her older brother Tzain, and rogue 
princess Amari fight to restore magic to the land and activate a 
new generation of magi, but they are ruthlessly pursued by the 
crown prince, who believes the return of magic will mean the 
end of the monarchy. 
 
Renegades by Marissa Meyer 
Secret identities. Extraordinary powers. She wants vengeance. 
He wants justice. The Renegades are a syndicate of prodigies-
humans with extraordinary abilities-who emerged from the ruins 
of a crumbled society and established peace and order where 
chaos reigned. As champions of justice, they remain a symbol 
of hope and courage to everyone ... except the villains they 
once overthrew. Nova has a reason to hate the Renegades, and 
she is on a mission for vengeance. As she gets closer to her 
target, she meets Adrian, a Renegade boy who believes in jus-
tice--and in Nova. But Nova's allegiance is to a villain who has 
the power to end them both. 
 
The Final Six by Alexandra Monir 
When Leo, an Italian championship swimmer, and Naomi, a 
science genius from California, are two of the twenty-four teens 
drafted into the International Space Training Camp, their lives 
are forever altered. After erratic climate change has made Earth 
a dangerous place to live, the fate of the population rests on the 
shoulders of the final six who will be scouting a new planet. 
Intense training, global scrutiny, and cutthroat opponents are 
only a few of the hurdles the contestants must endure in this 
competition. 
 
 


