
Sanctuary by Caryn Lix 
A citizen of Omnistellar Concepts, Kenzie has trained her entire 
life for one goal: to become an elite guard on Sanctuary, Om-
nistellar's space prison for superpowered teens too dangerous 
for Earth. When a routine drill goes sideways and Kenzie is 
taken hostage by rioting prisoners, at first, she's confident her 
commanding officer will secure her freedom. But there's a sin-
ister threat looming, something ancient and evil that has 
clawed its way into Sanctuary from the vacuum of space. And 
Kenzie might have to team up with her captors to survive. 
 
Last of Her Name by Jessica Khoury 
Sixteen years ago, rebellion swept the galaxy known as the 
Belt of Jewels. Every member of the Leonov royal family was 
murdered, making way for the Union government to seize pow-
er. But Stacia doesn't think much about politics. She spends 
her days rambling her father's vineyard with her friends, Clio 
and Pol. That all changes when a Union ship appears burning 
through the sky, bearing the leader of the Union, who declares 
that Stacia's sleepy village is a den of empire loyalists. Even 
more shocking, the Direktor claims that Princess Anya Leonova 
is alive--and Stacia is the lost princess. As their home explodes 
into chaos, Pol smuggles Stacia to a hidden escape ship, leav-
ing Clio in the hands of the Union. With everything she knows 
threading away into the stars, Stacia sets her heart on a single 
mission: She will find and rescue Clio, even with the whole 
galaxy on her trail. 
 
The Diabolic by S.J. Kincaid 
Nemesis is a Diabolic, a humanoid teenager created to protect 
a galactic senator’s daughter, Sidonia. The two have grown up 
side by side, but are in no way sisters. Nemesis is expected to 
give her life for Sidonia, and she would do so gladly. She would 
also take as many lives as necessary to keep Sidonia safe. 
When the power-mad Emperor learns Sidonia’s father is partic-
ipating in a rebellion, he summons Sidonia to the Galactic 
court. She is to serve as a hostage. Now, there is only one way 
for Nemesis to protect Sidonia. She must become her. 
 
Goddess in the Machine by Lora Beth Johnson 
When Andra wakes up, she's drowning in a hot, dirty cave, it's 
the year 3102, and everyone keeps calling her Goddess. When 
she went into a cryonic sleep for a trip across the galaxy, she 
expected to wake up in a hundred years, not a thousand. The 
rest of the colonists—including her family and friends—are 
dead. They died centuries ago, and their descendants think 
Andra's a deity. She knows she's nothing special, but she'll 
play along if it means she can figure out why she was left in 
stasis and how to get back to Earth. 
 
The 5th Wave by Rick Yancey 
Cassie Sullivan, the survivor of an alien invasion, must rescue 
her young brother from the enemy with help from a boy who 
may be one of them. 
 
Across the Universe by Beth Revis 
Seventeen-year-old Amy joins her parents as frozen cargo 
aboard the vast spaceship Godspeed and expects to awaken 
on a new planet, three hundred years in the future. Never could 
she have known that her frozen slumber would come to an end 
fifty years too soon and that she would be thrust into the brave 
new world of a spaceship that lives by its own rules. 
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Aurora Rising by Amie Kaufman 
2380. The graduating cadets of Aurora Academy are being 
assigned their first missions. Tyler Jones is ready to recruit the 
squad of his dreams, but his own boneheaded heroism sees 
him stuck with the dregs nobody else in the Academy would 
touch, from a sociopath scientist with a fondness for shooting 
her bunkmates to an alien warrior with anger management is-
sues. But Ty's biggest problem is Aurora Jie-Lin O'Malley, who 
he just rescued from interdimensional space. Trapped in cryo-
sleep for two centuries, Auri is a girl out of time-- but she could 
be the catalyst that starts a war millions of years in the making. 
 
Illuminae by Amie Kaufman 
The year is 2575, and two rival megacorporations are at war 
over a planet that’s little more than a speck at the edge of the 
universe. Now with enemy fire raining down on them, Kady and 
Ezra- who are barely even talking to each other- are forced to 
evacuate with a hostile warship in hot pursuit. But their prob-
lems are just getting started. A plague has broken out and is 
mutating with terrifying results; the fleet’s AI may actually be 
their enemy; and nobody in charge will say what’s really going 
on. 
 
Ready Player One by Ernest Cline 
Wade Watts has devoted his life to studying the puzzles hidden 
within the virtual utopia known as the OASIS--puzzles whose 
solution promises power and fortune. But when he stumbles 
upon the first clue, he finds himself beset by players willing to 
kill to take this ultimate prize. The race is on. 
 
Life as We Knew It by Susan Beth Pfeffer 
Through journal entries sixteen-year-old Miranda describes her 
family's struggle to survive after a meteor hits the moon, causing 
worldwide tsunamis, earthquakes, and volcanic eruptions. 
 
Carve the Mark by Veronica Roth 
On a planet where violence and vengeance rule, in a galaxy 
where some are favored by fate, everyone develops a current-
gift, a unique power meant to shape the future. While most ben-
efit from their currentgifts, Akos and Cyra do not --their gifts 
make them vulnerable to others control. Can they reclaim their 
gifts, their fates, and their lives, and reset the balance of power 
in this world? 
 
Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card 
Andrew "Ender" Wiggin thinks he is playing computer simulated 
war games; he is, in fact, engaged in something far more des-
perate. The result of genetic experimentation, Ender may be the 
military genius Earth desperately needs in a war against an 
alien enemy seeking to destroy all human life. The only way to 
find out is to throw Ender into ever harsher training, to chip 
away and find the diamond inside, or destroy him utterly. Ender 
Wiggin is six years old when it begins. He will grow up fast. 
 
Starflight by Melissa Landers 
Life in the outer realm is lawless, and Solara Brooks is hungry 
for it. Just out of the orphanage, she needs a fresh start. She's 
so desperate to reach the realm that she's willing to partner with 
Doran, the boy who made her life miserable in school, in ex-
change for passage aboard the Zenith. When a twist of fate 
lands them instead on the Banshee, a vessel of dubious repute, 
Doran learns he's been framed on Earth. As he pursues a set of 
coordinates to clear his name, he and Solara must work togeth-
er and evade those out for their arrest. Life on the Banshee may 
be tumultuous, but as Solara and Doran are forced to question 
everything they once believed, the ship becomes home. 

Scan by Walter Jury 
Tate and his father don’t exactly get along. As Tate sees it, his father 
has unreasonably high expectations for Tate to be the best—at eve-
rything. Tate finally learns what he’s being prepared for when he 
steals one of his dad’s odd tech inventions and mercenaries ambush 
the school, killing his father in the process and sending Tate on the 
run from aliens who look just like humans. Aided only by his girlfriend 
and his estranged mother, with powerful enemies closing in on all 
sides, Tate races to puzzle out the secret behind his father’s inven-
tion and why so many are willing to kill for it. 
 
Sky Without Stars by Jessica Brody 
When the Last Days came, the planet of Laterre promised hope. But 
five hundred years later, it’s now a place where an extravagant elite 
class reigns supreme; where the clouds hide the stars and the poor 
starve in the streets; where a rebel group, long thought dead, is re-
surfacing. Power, romance, and destiny collide in this sweeping 
reimagining of Victor Hugo’s masterpiece Les Misérables. 
 
The Loop by Ben Oliver 
Luka Kane has spent 736 days wrongfully imprisoned inside the Loop 
awaiting his execution. Each day is the same. Each day is torturous. 
But things are starting to change. Whispers of war are circulating. 
Strange things are happening to the prisoners. And the warden deliv-
ers a message: Luka, you have to get out ... Now Luka must decide 
whether breaking out of the Loop is his only way to survive, especial-
ly if there's any chance of saving the ones he loves. But the popula-
tion on the outside may be far more terrifying than anything he could 
have imaged. And in order to save his family, he'll have to discover 
who is responsible for the chaos that has been inflicted upon the 
world. 
 
Pitch Dark by Courtney Alameda 
Tuck Durante, a shipraider, and Lana Gray, a curator, must work 
together to try to rescue a space capsule hijacked by nightmarish 
creatures who kill with a scream. 
 
Avalon by Mindee Arnett 
Seventeen-year-old Jeth Seagrave, the leader of a ragtag team of 
teenage mercenaries, skirts the line between honor and the law in an 
attempt to win freedom for his sister and himself in the form of their 
parents' old spaceship, Avalon. 
 
The Loneliest Girl in the Universe by Lauren James 
Romy Silvers is the only surviving crewmember of a spaceship travel-
ling to a new planet, on a mission to establish a second home for 
humanity amongst the stars. Alone in space, she is the loneliest girl 
in the universe until she hears about a new ship which has launched 
from Earth – with a single passenger on board. A boy called J. Their 
only communication with each other is via email – and due to the 
distance between them, their messages take months to transmit 
across space. And yet Romy finds herself falling in love. But what 
does Romy really know about J? And what do the mysterious mes-
sages which have started arriving from Earth really mean? Some-
times, there’s something worse than being alone. 
 
Defy the Stars by Claudia Gray 
Noemi and Abel are enemies in an interstellar war, forced by chance 
to work together as they embark on a daring journey through the 
stars. Their efforts would end the fighting for good, but they're not 
without sacrifice. The stakes are even higher than either of them first 
realized, and the more time they spend together, the more they're 
forced to question everything they'd been taught was true. 

We Are the Ants by Shaun David Hutchinson 
Henry Denton has spent years being periodically abducted by 
aliens. Then the aliens give him an ultimatum: The world will 
end in 144 days, and all Henry has to do to stop it is push a big 
red button. Only he isn’t sure he wants to. 
 
Invictus by Ryan Graudin 
Farway Gaius McCarthy was born outside of time. The son of a 
time-traveling Recorder from 2354 AD and a gladiator living in 
Rome in 95 AD, Far's birth defies the laws of nature. Exploring 
history himself is all he's ever wanted, and after failing his final 
time-traveling exam, Far takes a position commanding a ship 
with a crew of his friends as part of a black market operation to 
steal valuables from the past. But during a heist on the sinking 
Titanic, Far meets a mysterious girl who always seems to be 
one step ahead of him. Armed with knowledge that will bring 
Far's very existence into question, she will lead Far and his 
team on a race through time to discover a frightening truth: His-
tory is not as steady as it seems. 
 
The Disasters by M.K. England 
Nax and a handful of other space Academy washouts are the 
only surviving pilots after the school is hijacked by terrorists, but 
in order to spread the truth about the attack, Nax and his fellow 
failures must execute a dangerous heist. 
 
A Conspiracy of Stars by Olivia A. Cole 
Octavia’s only goal is to follow in the footsteps of her parents 
and become a prestigious whitecoat. The secrets of the jungle’s 
plants and animals are protected in the labs by the Council of 
N’Terra, so when the rules change, allowing students inside, 
Octavia should be overjoyed. But something isn’t right. When 
Octavia witnesses one of the Faloii attacked in front of her in the 
dark of night, she knows the Council is hiding something. With 
the help of Rondo, a quiet boy with a skill for hacking, and her 
best friend, Alma, Octavia is set to discover the secrets behind 
the history she’s been taught, the science she’s lived by, and 
the truth about her family. 
 
Skyward by Brandon Sanderson 
The remnants of the human race are trapped on a planet that is 
constantly attacked by mysterious alien starfighters. Spensa, a 
teenage girl living among them, longs to be a pilot. When she 
discovers the wreckage of an ancient ship, she realizes this 
dream might be possible—assuming she can repair the ship, 
navigate flight school, and persuade the strange machine to 
help her. Because this ship, uniquely, appears to have a soul. 
 
The Final Six by Alexandra Monir 
When Leo, an Italian championship swimmer, and Naomi, a 
science genius from California, are two of the twenty-four teens 
drafted into the International Space Training Camp, their lives 
are forever altered. After erratic climate change has made Earth 
a dangerous place to live, the fate of the population rests on the 
shoulders of the final six who will be scouting a new planet. 
Intense training, global scrutiny, and cutthroat opponents are 
only a few of the hurdles the contestants must endure in this 
competition. 
 
Warcross by Marie Lu 
When teenage coder Emika Chen hacks her way into the open-
ing tournament of the Warcross Championships, she glitches 
herself into the game as well as a sinister plot with major conse-
quences for the entire Warcross empire. 


