
 The invention of Hugo Cabret  
by Brian Selznick    YA SelzB   
When twelve-year-old Hugo, an orphan living and repairing 
clocks within the walls of a Paris train station in 1931, meets a 
mysterious toyseller and his goddaughter, his undercover life 
and his biggest secret are jeopardized. 
 
Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie 
Jordan Sonnenblick YA SonnJ (READING LIST) 
When his younger brother is diagnosed with leukemia, thirteen-
year-old Steven tries to deal with his complicated emotions, his 
school life, and his desire to support his family. 
 
Maus: A Survivor's Tale 
Art Spiegelman  YA SpieA (Graphic Novel) 
Maus tells the story of Vladek Spiegelman, a Jewish survivor of 
Hitler's Europe, and his son, a cartoonist coming to terms with 
his father's story. Its form, the cartoon (the Nazis are cats, the 
Jews mice), shocks us out of any lingering sense of familiarity. 
Maus is a haunting tale within a tale. Vladek's harrowing story 
of survival is woven into the author's account of his tortured 
relationship with his aging father. Against the backdrop of guilt 
brought by survival, they stage a normal life of small arguments 
and unhappy visits. This astonishing retelling of our century's 
grisliest news is a story of survival, not only of Vladek but of the 
children who survive even the survivors. Maus studies the 
bloody pawprints of history and tracks its meaning for all of us. 
  
Daughter of Smoke and Bone 
Laini Taylor    YA TaylL 
Seventeen-year-old Karou, a lovely, enigmatic art student in a 
Prague boarding school, carries a sketchbook of hideous, 
frightening monsters--the chimaerae who form the only family 
she has ever known. 
 
Piecing Me Together 
Renee Watson    YA WatsR 
Tired of being singled out at her mostly-white private school as 
someone who needs support, high school junior Jade would 
rather participate in the school's amazing Study Abroad pro-
gram than join Women to Women, a mentorship program for 
at-risk girls. 
  
Love, Life, and the List 
Kasie West    YA WestK 
Aspiring artist Abby decides that in order to give her art "more 
heart" she will complete a list of tasks over the summer, rang-
ing from facing a fear to falling in love, but she soon finds the 
list more difficult than she imagined. 
  
Eliza and Her Monsters 
Francesca Zappia    YA ZappF 
Eighteen-year-old Eliza Mirk is the anonymous creator of Mon-
strous Sea, a wildly popular webcomic, but when a new boy at 
school tempts her to live a life offline, everything she's worked 
for begins to crumble. 
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Love, Hate & Other Filters 
Samira Ahmed    YA AhmeS 
Maya Aziz is caught between her India-born parents' world of 
college and marrying a suitable Muslim boy, and her dream 
world of film school and dating her classmate, Phil. In the after-
math of a terrorist attack hundreds of miles away, the communi-
ty she's known since birth is transformed by fear, bigotry, and 
hatred. 
 
The absolutely true diary of a part-time Indian 
Alexie, Sherman    YA AlexS   
Budding cartoonist Junior leaves his troubled school on the 
Spokane Indian Reservation to attend an all-white farm town 
school where the only other Indian is the school mascot. 
 
Speak 
Laurie Halse Anderson   YA AndeL 
A traumatic event near the end of the summer has a devastating 
effect on Melinda's freshman year in high school. 
 
Landscape with Invisible Hand 
M.T. Anderson    YA AndeM 
When jobs typically done by humans are replaced with alien 
technology, Adam's parents have no money for food, clean 
water, or medicine, forcing Adam and his girlfriend Chloe to get 
creative. 
 
The Anatomical Shape of a Heart 
Jenn Bennett    YA BennJ 
Sparks fly when Beatrix Adams, seventeen, who strives to be a 
medical illustrator, meets Jack, one of San Francisco's most 
notorious graffiti artists, but even as Beatrix begins to uncover 
the secrets that have left Jack so wounded, her own family se-
crets threaten to tear them apart. 
  
Shark Girl 
Kelly Bingham    YA BingK 
After a shark attack causes the amputation of her right arm, 
fifteen-year-old Jane, an aspiring artist, struggles to come to 
terms with her loss and the changes it imposes on her day-to-
day life and her plans for the future 
  
No Place to Fall 
Jaye Robin Brown    YA BrowJ 
Sixteen-year-old Amber Vaughn dreams of attending the North 
Carolina School of the Arts to gain confidence in using her 
amazing singing voice, but her family's falling apart and she's 
torn between two boys. 
  
City of Bones 
Cassandra Clare    YA ClarC 
Suddenly able to see demons and the Darkhunters who are 
dedicated to returning them to their own dimension, fifteen-year-
old Clary Fray is drawn into this bizzare world when her mother 
disappears and Clary herself is almost killed by a monster 
 
The Singing 
Alison Croggon    YA CrogA 
The bard Maerad and her brother Hem hold the key to the mys-
terious Singing, and each of them must overcome terrible obsta-
cles before they can unite and together unlock the Tree of Song, 
release the music of the Elidhu, and defeat the Nameless One. 
 
 

Just Listen 
Sarah Dessen    YA DessS 
Isolated from friends who believe the worst because she has not 
been truthful with them, sixteen-year-old Annabel finds an ally in 
classmate Owen, whose honesty and passion for music help her to 
face and share what really happened at the end-of-the-year party that 
changed her life. 
  
Playlist for the Dead 
Michelle Falkoff    YA FalkM 
After his best friend, Hayden, commits, suicide, fifteen-year-old Sam 
is determined to find out why--using the clues in the playlist Hayden 
left for him. 
 
If I Stay 
Gayle Forman    YA FormG 
While in a coma following an automobile accident that killed her par-
ents and younger brother, seventeen-year-old Mia, a gifted cellist, 
weighs whether to live with her grief or join her family in death. 
  
Where She Went 
Gayle Forman    YA FormG 
Sequel to If I Stay. It's been three years since the devastating acci-
dent... three years since Mia walked out of Adam's life forever. Now 
living on opposite coasts, Mia is Juilliard's rising star and Adam is LA 
tabloid fodder, thanks to his new rock star status and celebrity girl-
friend. When Adam gets stuck in New York by himself, chance brings 
the couple together again, for one last night. As they explore the city 
that has become Mia's home, Adam and Mia revisit the past and 
open their hearts to the future -- and each other. Told from Adam's 
point of view. 
 
You’re Welcome, Universe 
Whitney Gardner    YA GardW 
When Julia finds a slur about her best friend scrawled across the 
back of the Kingston School for the Deaf, she covers it up with a 
beautiful (albeit illegal) graffiti mural. Her supposed best friend snitch-
es, the principal expels her, and her two mothers set Julia up with a 
one-way ticket to a “mainstream” school in the suburbs, where she’s 
treated like an outcast as the only deaf student. The last thing she 
has left is her art, and not even Banksy himself could convince her to 
give that up.  
 
The Unfinished Life of Addison Stone 
Adele Griffin    YA GrifA 
When a celebrated New York City teenager, known for her subver-
sive street art, mysteriously dies, her life is examined in a series of 
interviews with her parents, friends, boyfriends, mentors, and critics. 
  
Five Flavors of Dumb 
Antony John; John Barnes   YA JohnA 
Eighteen-year-old Piper becomes the manager for her classmates' 
popular rock band, called Dumb, giving her the chance to prove her 
capabilities to her parents and others, if only she can get the band 
members to get along. 
  
Still Life with Tornado 
A.S. King     YA KingA 
A talented 16-year-old artist slowly discovers the history of domestic 
violence behind why her brother left the family years earlier and why 
she suddenly cannot make art. 

Rules 
Cynthia Lord  YA LordC (READING LIST)   
Frustrated at life with an autistic brother, twelve-year-old Cathe-
rine longs for a normal existence but her world is further compli-
cated by a friendship with a young paraplegic. 
 
Character, Driven 
David Lubar    YA LubaD   
In his last year of high school, seventeen-year-old virgin Cliff 
Sparks has to figure out what to do with his life, including how to 
meet new girl Jillian and how to deal with old issues with his 
unemployed father. 
 
When Dimple Met Rishi 
Sandhya Menon    YA MenoS   
When Dimple Shah and Rishi Patel meet at a Stanford Universi-
ty summer program, Dimple is avoiding her parents' obsession 
with "marriage prospects" but Rishi hopes to woo her into ac-
cepting arranged marriage with him. 
  
I’ll Give You The Sun 
Jandy Nelson    YA NelsJ 
At first, Jude and her twin brother are NoahandJude; insepara-
ble. Noah draws constantly and is falling in love with the charis-
matic boy next door, while daredevil Jude wears red-red lipstick, 
cliff-dives, and does all the talking for both of them. Years later, 
they are barely speaking. Something has happened to change 
the twins in different yet equally devastating ways . . . but then 
Jude meets an intriguing, irresistible boy and a mysterious new 
mentor. The early years are Noah’s to tell; the later years are 
Jude’s. But they each have only half the story, and if they can 
only find their way back to one another, they’ll have a chance to 
remake their world. 
 
The Sky Is Everywhere 
Jandy Nelson    YA NelsJ 
In the months after her sister dies, seventeen-year-old Lennie 
falls into a love triangle and discovers the strength to follow her 
dream of becoming a musician. 
 
Radio Silence 
Alice Oseman    YA OsemA   
A studious girl and a quiet, straight-A boy start a controversial 
podcast together that challenges their courage and forces them 
to confront issues in the form of backlash and censorship 
 
Eleanor and Park 
Rainbow Rowell    YA RoweR   
Set over the course of one school year in 1986, this is the story 
of two star-crossed misfits--smart enough to know that first love 
almost never lasts, but brave and desperate enough to try. 
  
This Song Will Save Your Life 
Leila Sales    YA SaleL 
Nearly a year after a failed suicide attempt, sixteen-year-old 
Elise discovers that she has the passion, and the talent, to be a 
disc jockey. 
 


