Classic Biographies and Autobiographies
Boy
By Roald Dahl
YA B DahlR (Reading List)
As full of excitement and the unexpected as his world-famous,
best-selling books, Roald Dahl's tales of his own childhood are
completely fascinating and fiendishly funny. Did you know that
Roald Dahl nearly lost his nose in a car accident? Or that he
was once a chocolate candy tester for Cadbury's? Have you
heard about his involvement in the Great Mouse Plot of 1924?
If not, you don’t yet know all there is to know about Roald Dahl.
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass
By Frederick Douglass
YA B DougF (Reading List)
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass is an 1845 memoir
and treatise on abolition written by famous orator and former
slave Frederick Douglass. It is generally held to be the most
famous of a number of narratives written by former slaves during the same period. In factual detail, the text describes the
events of his life and is considered to be one of the most influential pieces of literature to fuel the abolitionist movement of
the early 19th century in the United States.
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Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl
By Anne Frank
YA B FranA (Reading List)
In 1942, with the Nazis occupying Holland, a thirteen-year-old
Jewish girl and her family fled their home in Amsterdam and
went into hiding. For the next two years, until their whereabouts
were betrayed to the Gestapo, the Franks and another family
lived cloistered in the “Secret Annexe” of an old office building.
Cut off from the outside world, they faced hunger, boredom, the
constant cruelties of living in confined quarters, and the everpresent threat of discovery and death. In her diary Anne Frank
recorded vivid impressions of her experiences during this period. By turns thoughtful, moving, and surprisingly humorous, her
account offers a fascinating commentary on human courage
and frailty and a compelling self-portrait of a sensitive and spirited young woman whose promise was tragically cut short.
The Autobiography of Malcolm X
By Alex Haley
YA B XM (Reading List)
In the searing pages of this classic autobiography, originally
published in 1964, Malcolm X, the Muslim leader, firebrand,
and anti-integrationist, tells the extraordinary story of his life
and the growth of the Black Muslim movement. His fascinating
perspective on the lies and limitations of the American Dream,
and the inherent racism in a society that denies its nonwhite
citizens the opportunity to dream, gives extraordinary insight
into the most urgent issues of our own time.
Night
By Elie Wiesel
YA B WiesE (Reading List)
Night is Elie Wiesel's masterpiece, a candid, horrific, and deeply poignant autobiographical account of his survival as a teenager in the Nazi death camps. Night offers much more than a
litany of the daily terrors, everyday perversions, and rampant
sadism at Auschwitz and Buchenwald; it also eloquently addresses many of the philosophical as well as personal questions implicit in any serious consideration of what the Holocaust
was, what it meant, and what its legacy is and will be.
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Things Fall Apart
By Chinua Achebe
YA AcheC (Reading List)
Things Fall Apart describes Africa's cataclysmic encounter with
Europe as it establishes a colonial presence on the continent.
Told through the fictional experiences of Okonkwo, a wealthy
and fearless Igbo warrior of Umuofia in the late 1800s, Things
Fall Apart explores one man's futile resistance to the devaluing
of his traditions by British political and religious forces and his
despair as his community capitulates to the powerful new order.
The Handmaid’s Tale
By Margaret Atwood
YA AtwoM (Reading List)
Offred is a Handmaid in the Republic of Gilead. She may leave
the home of the Commander and his wife once a day to walk to
food markets whose signs are now pictures instead of words
because women are no longer allowed to read. She must lie on
her back once a month and pray that the Commander makes
her pregnant, because in an age of declining births, Offred and
the other Handmaids are valued only if their ovaries are viable.
Offred can remember the days before, when she lived and
made love with her husband Luke; when she played with and
protected her daughter; when she had a job, money of her own,
and access to knowledge. But all of that is gone now…
Pride and Prejudice
By Jane Austen
YA AustJ (Reading List)
Set in England in the early 19th century, Pride and Prejudice
tells the story of Mr and Mrs Bennet's five unmarried daughters
after the rich and eligible Mr Bingley and his status-conscious
friend, Mr Darcy, have moved into their neighborhood. While
Bingley takes an immediate liking to the eldest Bennet daughter,
Jane, Darcy has difficulty adapting to local society and repeatedly clashes with the second-eldest Bennet daughter, Elizabeth.
Though Austen set the story at the turn of the 19th century, it
continues to be at the top of lists of "most loved books."
Fahrenheit 451
By Ray Bradbury
YA BradR (Reading List)
In Guy Montag’s world, where television rules and literature is
on the brink of extinction, firemen start fires rather than put them
out. His job is to destroy the most illegal of commodities, the
printed book, along with the houses in which they are hidden.
Montag never questions the destruction and ruin his actions
produce, returning each day to his bland life and wife, Mildred,
who spends all day with her television “family.” But then he
meets an eccentric young neighbor, Clarisse, who introduces
him to a past where people didn’t live in fear and to a present
where one sees the world through the ideas in books instead of
the mindless chatter of television. When Mildred attempts suicide and Clarisse disappears, Montag begins to question everything he has ever known. He starts hiding books in his home,
and when his pilfering is discovered, has to run for his life.
Jane Eyre
By Charlotte Bronte
YA BronC (Reading List)
Jane Eyre is the tale of its title character, a poor orphaned girl
who comes to live with her aunt at Gateshead Hall. While there
she endures great emotional and physical abuse at the hands of
her aunt and cousins. Jane subsequently ships off to Lowood, a
Christian boarding school for poor and orphaned girls. The conditions at the school are quite brutal. The students are subjected
to cold lodgings, poor food, inadequate clothing, and the harsh

… rule of the administrator. She eventually finishes her coursework
and spends a period of time as a teacher at the school. After leaving
Lowood she gains a position as a governess at Thornfield Hall working for Edward Rochester, a man with whom she will fall in love.
The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
YA DoylA (Reading List)
Venture back in time to Victorian London to join literature's greatest
detective team—the brilliant Sherlock Holmes and his devoted assistant, Dr. Watson—as they investigate a dozen of their best-known
cases. Originally published in 1892, this is the first and best collection
of stories about the legendary sleuth.
Lord of the Flies
By William Golding
YA GoldW (Reading List)
At the dawn of the next world war, a plane crashes on an uncharted
island, stranding a group of schoolboys. At first, with no adult supervision, their freedom is something to celebrate. This far from civilization
they can do anything they want. Anything. But as order collapses, as
strange howls echo in the night, as terror begins its reign, the hope of
adventure seems as far removed from reality as the hope of being
rescued.
The Old Man and the Sea
By Ernest Hemingway
YA HemiE (Reading List)
The Old Man and the Sea is one of Hemingway's most enduring
works. Told in language of great simplicity and power, it is the story
of an old Cuban fisherman, down on his luck, and his supreme ordeal
-- a relentless, agonizing battle with a giant marlin far out in the Gulf
Stream. Here Hemingway recasts, in strikingly contemporary style,
the classic theme of courage in the face of defeat, of personal triumph won from loss.
The Outsiders
By S.E. Hinton
YA HintS (Reading List)
No one ever said life was easy. But Ponyboy is pretty sure that he's
got things figured out. He knows that he can count on his brothers,
Darry and Sodapop. And he knows that he can count on his friends—
true friends who would do anything for him, like Johnny and Two-Bit.
But not on much else besides trouble with the Socs, a vicious gang of
rich kids whose idea of a good time is beating up on “greasers” like
Ponyboy. At least he knows what to expect—until the night someone
takes things too far.
Their Eyes Were Watching God
By Zora Neale Hurston
YA HursZ (Reading List)
One of the most important works of twentieth-century American literature, Zora Neale Hurston's beloved 1937 classic, Their Eyes Were
Watching God, is an enduring Southern love story sparkling with wit,
beauty, and heartfelt wisdom. Told in the captivating voice of a woman who refuses to live in sorrow, bitterness, fear, or foolish romantic
dreams, it is the story of fair-skinned, fiercely independent Janie
Crawford, and her evolving selfhood through three marriages and a
life marked by poverty, trials, and purpose.
To Kill a Mockingbird
By Harper Lee
YA LeeH (Reading List)
A gripping, heart-wrenching, and wholly remarkable tale of comingof-age in a South poisoned by virulent prejudice, it views a world of
great beauty and savage inequities through the eyes of a young girl,
as her father—a crusading local lawyer—risks everything to defend a
black man unjustly accused of a terrible crime.

A Wrinkle in Time
By Madeleine L’Engle
YA LEngM (Reading List)
A Wrinkle in Time, winner of the Newbery Medal in 1963, is the
story of the adventures in space and time of Meg, Charles Wallace, and Calvin O'Keefe (athlete, student, and one of the most
popular boys in high school). They are in search of Meg's father,
a scientist who disappeared while engaged in secret work for
the government on the tesseract problem.
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe
C.S. Lewis
YA LewiC (Reading List)
Four adventurous siblings—Peter, Susan, Edmund, and Lucy
Pevensie—step through a wardrobe door and into the land of
Narnia, a land frozen in eternal winter and enslaved by the power of the White Witch. But when almost all hope is lost, the return of the Great Lion, Aslan, signals a great change . . . and a
great sacrifice.
The Call of the Wild
By Jack London
YA LondJ (Reading List)
The Call of the Wild is set in the Yukon during the 1890s Klondike Gold Rush—a period when strong sled dogs were in high
demand. The novel's central character is a dog named Buck, a
domesticated dog living at a ranch in the Santa Clara valley of
California as the story opens. Stolen from his home and sold
into the brutal existence of an Alaskan sled dog, he reverts to
atavistic traits. Buck is forced to adjust to, and survive, cruel
treatments and fight to dominate other dogs in a harsh climate.
Eventually he sheds the veneer of civilization, relying on primordial instincts and lessons he learns, to emerge as a leader in the
wild.
1984
By George Orwell
YA OrweG (Reading List)
In George Orwell's 1984, Winston Smith wrestles with oppression in Oceania, a place where the Party scrutinizes human
actions with ever-watchful Big Brother. Defying a ban on individuality, Winston dares to express his thoughts in a diary and
pursues a relationship with Julia.
The Catcher in the Rye
By J.D. Salinger
YA SaliJ (Reading List)
The influential and widely acclaimed story details the two days
in the life of 16-year-old Holden Caulfield after he has been
expelled from prep school. Confused and disillusioned, he
searches for truth and rails against the "phoniness" of the adult
world. He ends up exhausted and emotionally ill, in a psychiatrist's office. After he recovers from his breakdown, Holden relates his experiences to the reader.
The Pearl
By John Steinbeck
YA SteiJ (Reading List)
Like his father and grandfather before him, Kino is a poor diver,
gathering pearls from the gulf beds that once brought great
wealth to the Kings of Spain and now provide Kino, Juana, and
their infant son with meager subsistence. Then, on a day like
any other, Kino emerges from the sea with a pearl as large as a
sea gull's egg, as "perfect as the moon." With the pearl comes
hope, the promise of comfort and of security.... A story of classic
simplicity, based on a Mexican folk tale, The Pearl explores the
secrets of man's nature, the darkest depths of evil, and the luminous possibilities of love.

